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ACT I 


The scene is the drawing-room of Mrs. Lancaster’s flat 


in London. The colours and decoration are on the 
verge of being original. The furniture is simple but 
distinctly expensive. 


Persons shown are HELEN SAVILLE and PAUNCEFORT 
Quentin. Hexen SAVILLE and PAUNCEFORT 
QuENTIN are shown in by Preston. HELEN is a 
smartly dressed woman of about thirty. “ PAwWNIE” 
is an elderly maiden gentleman. 


Presron: I’m expecting Mrs. Lancaster in at any 
moment now, Ma’am. 


Hexen: Thank you, Preston, we'll wait a little. 
Preston: Shall I get you some tea? 


Hexen: No thanks, we’ve already had some—give me 
a cigarette, Pawnie, they’re in that box on the table. 


[Pawnee hands her cigarette box. PRESTON goes 
out. 


Pawnie: It may be tiresome of me, but I think all this 
colouring is oppressive. 


Heren: You make such a “ Fetish ” of house decora- 
tion, Pawnie. 


Pawnie (wandering round the room): Not at all, but 
I do like things to be good and right. 


Heren: Well, I don’t consider the new frieze in your 
bathroom either good or right. 


Pawntz: How can you, Helen! It’s too marvellous 
for words. Parelli designed it specially for me. _ 
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